1936 Cleveland Centennial Half Dollar 


1936 mintage of 25,015 with 15 coins for assay and 25,015 coins minted in 1937 with 15 coins for assay. 86 coins melted. 
Designed and modeled by Miss Brenda Putnam and distributed by the Cleveland Centennial Commemorative Coin 
Association, Thomas G. Melish, treasurer. The cost of one coin was $1.65, postpaid. Image courtesy of Stacks Bowers 
Galleries. 


Approved by Congress on May 5, 1936 and issued to commemorate the centennial celebration of 
Cleveland, Ohio, to be known as the Great Lakes Exposition. 


Design: 
Obverse: Bust of Moses Cleaveland to left; above head in small letters MOSES CLEAVELAND; in lower 
left field, LIBERTY; around border, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. HALF DOLLAR; in lower field, between 
truncation of bust and the second L in DOLLAR, the engraver’s initials B.P. 


Reverse: A compass and nine stars superimposed on a map of the Great Lakes; in right field in small 
letters E PLURIBUS UNUM; above, IN GOD WE TRUST; at top, around border, GREAT LAKES 
EXPOSITION; below, around border, CLEVELAND CENTENNIAL; at sides left and right, 1836-1936. An 
outline map is shown of the Great Lakes region with a compass (drawing instrument) describing the 
area, with the axis on a large star representing the location of Cleveland. Other cities on the Great 
Lakes are indicated by smaller stars, notably (left to right as they appear on the coin) Duluth, 
Milwaukee, Chicago, Toledo, Detroit, Buffalo, Toronto, and Rochester. This device was the official 
insignia of the Great Lakes Exposition. 


“WITH THE CENTENNIAL celebration of Cleveland at the Great Lakes’ Exposition, a second memorial 
coin was struck for Ohio during 1936. Characteristically, the sponsoring Cleveland Centennial 
Commission was represented by Thomas G. Melish, a prominent coin collector who also headed the 
committee for the Cincinnati Musical Center half dollar. 

On May 1, four days before the coin was authorized, Mint Director Nellie Tayloe Ross submitted to the 
Commission of Fine Arts a pair of sketches by Miss Brenda Putnam. Charles Moore replied the following 
day, giving the Commission’s tacit approval, and adding that they would assist the artist ‘as her work 
progresses towards a model in plaster. . .’”? 


1 An Illustrated History of Commemorative Coinage, Don Taxay, ARCO Press, New York City, 1967, p. 190 and 193. 


Mr. Edwin Dressel, Superintendent of the Philadelphia Mint and Nellie Tayloe Ross, Director of the U.S. Mint. Courtesy of 
the U.S. Mint. 


Courtesy of the U. S. Commission of Fine Arts. 
Minutes of Meeting held in Washington, D.C., May 1, 1936. 


The following members were present: 
Mr. Moore, Chairman, 

Mr. Clarke, 

Mr. Howells, 

Mr. Savage, 

Mr. Borie, 

Mr. Shepley, 


Also Mr. H. P. Caemmerer, Executive Secretary and Administrative Officer. 


Cleveland Memorial Coin: The following letter was received from the Director of the Mint, submitting 
sketches for this coin: 


May 1, 1936 


Dear Mr. Moore: 


| have been requested to submit to your Commission the enclosed sketches of a proposed half dollar 
from the Cleveland Centennial Commission. The sketches were executed by Brenda Putnam. 

The bill proposing the issue of a coin for the City of Cleveland has not yet been authorized by the 
President. These sketches are being presented to you in anticipation of the signing of the bill for the 
reason that the Cleveland Centennial Commission is very anxious to make preliminary preparations. Mr. 
Thomas Melish, who states that he is the representative of the Cleveland Centennial Commission, has 
requested that these sketches be put before you today in order that they may be considered while your 
Commission is meeting. 

This Bureau has been advised that the work of Brenda Putnam is sufficiently known to you to establish 
your confidence in her ability to make a model which would be suitable for coinage purposes. Should your 
Commission see fit to pass upon these designs, it is understood that the model in plaster will eventually 
be submitted for approval as to the artistic merits of execution of the design and that the models will 
finally be subject to the approval of the secretary of the Treasury. 


Very truly yours, 
(Signed) Nellie Tayloe Ross, 
Director of the Mint 


A report was sent to the Director of the Mint accordingly. (Exhibit L) 
Exhibit L 


May 2, 1936. 
Dear Madam, 

Your letter of May 1, enclosing sketches for a proposed half-dollar for the Cleveland Centennial 
Commission, has been received. 

The Bureau of the Mint has been correctly advised that the work of Brenda Putnam is sufficiently 
known to us to establish our confidence in her ability to make a model which would be suitable for 
coinage purposes. The Commission, therefore, will advise with Miss Putnam as her work progresses 
towards a model in plaster. 


Respectfully yours, 
(Signed) Charles Moore, 
Chairman. 


Hon. Nellie Tayloe Ross, 
Director of the Mint, 
Washington, D. C. 


“Thomas G. Melish, 105 East Third Street, Cincinnati, Ohio, distributor of the Cleveland (Great Lakes) 
half dollar, has furnished us photos of the coin and the following information: The Cleveland half dollar 
was designed by Miss Brenda Putnam, a well known sculptress of New York City. Miss Putnam made a 
very beautiful bust of Amelia Earhart, the famous flyer. On the obverse is a very bold head of Moses 
Cleaveland (who spelled his name Cleaveland). Gen. Moses Cleaveland founded the city of Cleveland 
100 years ago, but the spelling of the name of the city was changed slightly at some time during the past 
100 years. 

The reverse shows an airplane view of the Great Lakes region with a compass, one end of which is 
pointing to the city of Cleveland and the other end encircling the Great Lakes. 

The Great Lakes Exposition, which opened on June 27, will probably be the largest exposition ever 
held in the United States, with the exception of the Century of Progress, recently held in Chicago. The 
United States Government will have a splendid exhibit and has appropriated $275,000 for that purpose. 
All the large motor-car companies will have beautiful buildings. The Horticultural building will be quite 
outstanding. 


The Cleveland bill authorizes 50,000 coins, of which 25,000 have been ordered from the mint. They will 
all be struck at one mint. They will be sold at $1.50 each, plus the cost of packing, postage and 
insurance. Some coins will be sold within the Exposition Grounds, but the supply will not last long.”2 


Original reverse sketch by Miss Brenda Putnam. Taxay p. 191. 


2 The Numismatist, The Cleveland Half Dollar, July 1936, p. 519. 


\ 
PLuRIRUS © 
UNUM 


Original reverse model by Miss Brenda Putnam. Courtesy of the Commission of Fine Arts. 


OFFICE OF TREASURER 
THOS, G. MELISH 
105 € THIRD STREET 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 


TELEPHONE MA th. 4742 


THE CLEVELAND CENTENNIAL 
COMMEMORATIVE COIN ASSOCIATION 


WIHE CUVELAND CENTENNIAL COMMBIORATIV. COIN EILL 
recently passed by the Senate end the House was sicneda by Pre: isent 
Roosevelt May 5, and is now public lew No.552.. We estimate that it 
will be steut a month or perhaos six weeks before we can sctuslly 
Qistribuve these Cleveland coins, which will 311 te minteu at eniy 
one mint. 

Tiz PulCc HAS BESM SET AT $1.50 PER COIN, dius 
cout os pecking, pustage end insurance. We enclose price List scr=- 
with numbered sna usted which will enable you to purchase sufficient 
ceins to teke care of your requirements if this orver with check 
sttached is returned to us within five dsys from the receipt tnereo:. 
the meta blank is sutomatically cancelled if not mailed to us 
promptly. : 

IF YS" SiNB US YOUR CHECK NOW your order will positiv- 
ely be filled when the coins sre delivered to us by the Mint. We 
er2 femilier with the methods employed in some of the recent uistri- 
butions but as our coins will not be sold to recxetsers or speculstors 
yeu will be absolutely sure to secure the coins ordered if you rlsec 
your oruer now, with check or postsl money order. We have alreacy 
been sporosched by 8 speculator who wished to buy the etre issue. 
Xe eévised him that we were not interested. 7 


When these coins sre released to the banks in Ohio 
we anticipate that the entire issue will be sold within one to thre: 
days. 41) orders will be filled in the rotetion received. If you 
get left on this issue it vill be your own fault, not ours. 

Looking forwerd to the pleasure of tekinz care of 


your requirements, we beg to remain 
Very sincerely yours, 
THE CLEVSLAND CENTENNIAL COIMST.MD-aTIVE COIN ASo'N. 


ee ye 5a > 
ei ee ae = 
THOMAS 7. !@ VISH,Tressurer 


105 c. Thira Street, 
TH :GTW GIICINNATI, OIC 
=e Jt 
Plosse aote your oruer is to be sent to Cincinnuti {not Cleveluna. 
Vo gine ace ut will be sent, unless you enclose stomoud end 
bu llGssS iu envelope. 


79 { # 4 


— 


The Commemorative Trail, The Journal of the Society for U.S. Commemorative Coins, Fall/Winter — 1996, Volume 14 - #1 & 
#2, p. 69. 


COLLLCTOR'S ORDER PLaNK 


a ln th 


ORDER NUMBER DaTE 3d 


THOM4s G. MELISH,Treasurer 
The Clevelsnd Centennial 
Commemorative Coin Ass'n. 
105 E, Thira Street, 
CINCINUATI, OHIO 


Deer Sir: 

Please enter my order for Cleveland Centennial 
Hslf-Dollsrs ss follows: 
1 coin @ ¥1.65 each -Totsl ...$ 1.65 
2 coins 31.60 each -Total ... 3.20 


5 coins 


Pl | 


@ 

3 coins @ $1.58 each -Totasl ... 4.74 
@ 31.56 egch -Total ... 7.80 
® 


10 coins 


1.55 each -Total ... 15.50 


‘ 


The above prices include packing, postsge ane 
insurance or express char.jus. 


I enclose certified check or Postal Money orcer 
herewith in the amount of $ to cover the coins 
checked sbove. 

Very truly yours, 


P.S. 

Please print name distinctly and note this orver 
is to be sént to CINCINNATI (not Clevelana). Only orders 
with money vill be entered! 


Order form for Cleveland commemorative coins 


The Commemorative Trail, The Journal of the Society for U.S. Commemorative Coins, Fall/Winter — 1996, Volume 14 - #1 & 
#2, p. 69. 


Treasurer Thomas Melish Letter concerning the 16th Cleveland half dollar struck. Courtesy Numismatic Americana. 


Cleveland Centennial 
Great Lakes Exposition 
Commemorative Balt Dollars 


Number 13 of 200 coined. Courtesy of Great Collections Auctions. 


I hereby certify ¢ the Ceneland Centennial Commemorative half dollax tn thes 
container was th in struck at the Lhiladelphia Mint and was received from the 
Whdladelphia Mint in a scfrarate enneloppe so marked. 


oe } 
Hale of Ohio Sp 


Personally appeared before me, & notary ft ablicin and for the County tem Ute 
Have of Chic, Thomas G Melish; fevsonally le and known bo be the Treasurer 

: f the Cleveland Centennial Commemoratine Goin Sisialicn: who swore that the above 
Ee statement « true lo the best of his Me Wilh s belief. ea ots 


Fs commission expires aes 9, 1939 
RAR 
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Number 13 of 200 coined. Courtesy of Great Collections Auctions. 
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Courtesy of part of a collection of coins, tokens, paper money, etc., received from President Roosevelt on May 29, 1941. 
Courtesy bequest of Franklin D. Roosevelt, FDR Library MO 1941.40.4.7. 


“, . Sensing an additional demand, the Cleveland Centennial Commemorative Coin Association 
ordered an additional 25,000 pieces, which were struck in February 1937 but dated 1936, as the 
congressional enabling act required the entire issue to bear the 1936 date. There was no difference in 
appearance between 1937 produced coins (technically restrikes) and those minted in the year stated on 
the design. 

Correspondence from Thomas G. Melish to dealer Walter P. Nichols, dated July 22, 1936, discussed 
the delivery and distribution of the coins: ‘We have been advised by the Philadelphia Mint that the 
Cleveland coins were shipped to us on Monday [July 20], so they ought to be in Cleveland today, in which 
case we will start to distribute the Cleveland coins at once.’ 

Slightly more than a week later, on July 31, 1936, Melish wrote to Nichols as follows: ‘The Cincinnati 
sale was a complete landslide and tremendously oversubscribed. You may be interested in knowing that 
25,000 Cleveland coins struck at the Philadelphia Mint (none were made at the other mints) reached us 
only a few days ago and already over 24,000 have been distributed. The other one thousand will 
be distributed within the very near future. This ale was also a landslide.’ 

Enough 1936-sated Cleveland Centennial half dollars were minted that anyone desiring an example 
cold have as many as he or she wanted. For years thereafter thousands of pieces remained unsold. 
Many of these went to dealers Abe Kosoff and Sol Kaplan, both close friends of Thomas G. Melish. In an 
effort to stimulate interest in Cleveland half dollars and to increase the value of those already in his 
possession, Sol Kaplan ran numerous advertisements seeking to buy additional pieces. 

In 1941 the Western Reserve Numismatic Club in Cleveland applied counterstamp dies to the obverse 
and reverse of 100 specimens of 1936 Cleveland half dollars, in observation of the 20th anniversary of 
the collecting group, 1921-1941. These were immediately popular and caused interest whenever they 
were subsequently offered for sale. In 1971 the same organization celebrated the 50th anniversary and 
had a single counterstamp die made, with a portrait captioned MOSES CLEVELAND, forgetting that the 
founder of the city spelled his name as Cleaveland! Only a dozen or so 1936 Cleveland half dollars were 
stamped in 1971. 
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1936 Cleveland--1941 Western Reverse Numismatic Club Counterstamp. The present Cleveland Commem was one of only 
100 pieces to have received this counter-stamp in 1941, when the club celebrated its 20th anniversary. Description and 
images courtesy of Stacks/Bowers Numismatics. 


1936 Cleveland--1971 Western Reverse Numismatic Club Counter-stamp. The Western Reverse Numismatic Club counter- 
stamped only 13 (or perhaps 20) Cleveland Half Dollars to celebrate its 50th anniversary. Description and images courtesy 
of Stacks/Bowers Numismatics. 


Edwin D. Mott sketches for Grover Cleveland half dollar for the Caldwell (NJ) Coin Club. Courtesy The Numismatist, May 
1937, p. 406. 


Interestingly, another variety of Cleveland half dollar was proposed by different interests for the year 
1937, and sketches were made, but it had nothing to do with Moses Cleaveland; Cleveland, Ohio, or 
Thomas G. Melish. Instead, the occasion was to have been the commemoration of the 1837-1937 
centennial of the birth of President Grover Cleveland. The obverse of a proposed design by Edwin D. 
Mott featured on the obverse a bust of Grover Cleveland facing left, and on the reverse an angular view 
of his birthplace in Caldwell, New Jersey. 

It was announced that the Caldwell Coin Club of New Jersey sponsored this issue, but after diligent 
searching the editor of The Numismatist was not able to locate any club in Caldwell, New Jersey with that 
name." ‘It now transpires that the group of men who are asking for the coinage of the half dollar is not a 
body of coin collectors, but one which has organized and incorporated under the title instead of styling 
themselves the usual ‘commission.’ In a letter recently received from one of the incorporators, he says 
‘The Caldwell Coin Club is not a coin club in the sense of being a club of collectors, but was formed for 
the purpose of being the sales agent of the Grover Cleveland coin, if and when the bill is put through,” 


The 1937 Grover Cleveland half dollar never went beyond the planning stage. 3 
“January 14, 1936 


My dear Mr. Nichols: 

| am reliably informed that Mr. C. Frank Dunn of the Phoenix Hotel, Lexington, Ky. Will send out 
Thursday or Friday of this week the D and S mint, 1935 small 1934 Boone Commemorative half dollars. 

| understand that he is sending only one set to each dealer. | have a number of collections and am very 
anxious indeed to secure some additional sets of these two coins (1935-1934 D and S mint, Boone). 

If you secure a set you will no doubt want to sell it to someone. If you will wire me collect as soon as 
you receive it the price you are willing to accept for it, | will appreciate it very much indeed. | am counting 
on you to cooperate with me by wire on these two sets. 

Thanking you for the cooperation | am sure you will give me, | beg to remain, 


Very cordially yours, 
Thomas G. Melish 


1. The Numismatist, April 1937, p. 308. 
3 Commemorative Coins of the United States; A Complete Encyclopedia, Q. David Bowers. Published by Bowers and 
Merena Galleries, Inc., Box 1224, Wolfeboro, NH 03894, 1991, p. 337-340. 


Ed Note: Thomas Melish had his fingers immersed in the commemorative pie and was involved as a 
distributor of the Cincinnati and Cleveland half dollar issues. Like Horace Grant (who was involved with 
the Rhode Island issues mentioned later in the present text), he was accused of price shenanigans, 
particularly with respect to the Cincinnati issue which was released at $7.75 for a set of three coins but - 
which was quickly ‘sold out.’ It happened that a number of favored dealers and friends had supplies on 
hand, but the price charged was closer to $50 than the original issue figure. 


CINCINNATI MUSICAL CENTER COMMEMORATIVE COIN ASS’N 
312 United Bank Building 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


July 16, 1936 


My dear Mr. Nichols: 

This will acknowledge your courteous favor under date of July 13, enclosing four order blanks for four 
sets of Cincinnati coins at $7.50 each. The total amount due for these sets (at $7.75 each) is $31.00. We 
have credited your account in the amount of $30.00 and will appreciate it if you will send us the small 
amount due ($1.00) either in stamps or postal money order so as to complete your order. 

In your letter you allude to another order and a request to reply to your letter from Saco. We do not 
know what you mean by Saco. We understand that there is a York County Maine, coin known as the 
Saco coin. Possibly you are confusing our issue with some other issue. 


Cordially yours, 
Thomas G. Melish, President 


P.S. The writer is also the distributor for the Cleveland Centennial coins. We enclose Cleveland order 
blank herewith. 


CINCINNATI MUSICAL CENTER COMMEMORATIVE COIN ASS’N 
312 United Bank Building 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


July 22, 1936 


My dear Mr. Nichols: 

Thank for your nice letter under date of July 19 enclosing check in the amount of $1.00 to cover small 
balance due. We appreciate your promptness in the matter. 

Today we received a few more order blanks which were returned to us for one reason or another 
(sickness, death, absence from the city, or financial difficulties). We are sending you three of these order 
blanks as we feel quite sure you will have no difficulty in distributing them among some of the members of 
your committee, or friends who are interested. 

Please have them returned to us promptly, however, with check, if you wish to hold these reservations. All 
three sets can be sent to you if desired. The price as you know is $7.75 per set. 

We are glad to know that you are getting along so nicely with your York County Commemorative coins. 
We have already received the Philadelphia minted coins of the Cincinnati set, and expect the Denver and 
San Francisco coins with a week or ten days. 

We have been advised by the Philadelphia Mint that the Cleveland coins were shipped to us Monday, 
so they ought to be in Cincinnati today, in which case we will start to distribute the Cleveland coins at 
once. 

Please do not cut down our order for York County coins, as we will need all of them for our Cincinnati 
Numismatic Association. 

With very best wishes for the success of your distribution, we beg to remain, 

Cordially yours, 


Thomas G. Melish 


CINCINNATI MUSICAL CENTER COMMEMORATIVE COIN ASS’N 
312 United Bank Building 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


July 31, 1936 


My dear Mr. Nichols: 

Thanks for your nice letter under date of July 24. 

The order blanks were received together with check and the coins will be forwarded to Mr. Ralph 
Hawkes for distribution. 

The Cincinnati sale was a complete landslide and tremendously over subscribed. 

You may be interested in knowing that 25,000 Cleveland coins struck at the Philadelphia Mint (none 
were made at the other mints) reached us only a few days ago and already over 24,000 have been 
distributed. The other thousand will be distributed within the very near future. This sale was also a 
landslide. 

| am under the impression that the York County coins which | ordered will be sufficient of our Cincinnati 
Numismatic Association. None of us speculate, but we are all ardent collectors. 


Cordially yours, 
Thomas G. Melish, President”4 


Stacks Bowers Galleries Lot Description: 

1936 Cleveland Centennial / Great Lakes Exposition Half Dollar Printers 
Block. Linoleum-Topped Wood. 1 1/2 inches x 4 1/4 inches x 1 inch. 
Essentially As Made. Skillfully hand engraved reverse image of the 
obverse and reverse of the Cleveland Centennial half dollar. Every detail 
exactingly reproduced in exquisite detail. The ability to engrave such 
accurate images in a linoleum block was once the printing industry 
standard, but is a skill virtually lost today. 


4 An Inside View of the Coin Hobby in the 1930s:The Walter P. Nichols File, Edited by Q. David Bowers, Bowers and 
Merena Galleries, Inc., Copyright 1984 by Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc., p. 63, 79, 80. 
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Front of the 1936 Cleveland Centennial/Great Lakes Exposition original mailing envelope of the Cleveland Trust Company. 
The mailing envelope has a Cleveland three-cent metered postage label affixed and has two red, white and blue Great 
Lakes Exposition labels of different sizes. There is no postmark indicating date of shipment. Description and images 
courtesy of Stacks Bowers Numismatic Galleries. 
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Back of the 1936 Cleveland Centennial/Great Lakes Exposition original mailing envelope of the Cleveland Trust Company. 
The mailing envelope has a Cleveland three-cent metered postage label affixed and has two red, white and blue Great 
Lakes Exposition labels of different sizes. There is no postmark indicating date of shipment. Description and images 
courtesy of Stacks Bowers Numismatic Galleries. 


Aerial view of the Great Lakes Exposition and of downtown Cleveland, Ohio including the Terminal Tower. Image courtesy 
of The Cleveland Memory Project. 
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Aerial view of the Great Lakes Exposition grounds. On the bottom right of the photograph is the Cleveland Stadium; the 
Donald Gray Gardens, known as the Horticultural Gardens, are to the left of the stadium. The three-tiered building 
adjoining the gardens is the Horticultural building, and the building directly above it in the photograph is Billy Rose's 
Aquacade. The large rectangular building in the middle of the photograph is the Hall of Progress, and directly to the right 
of it--marked by 32 pylons--is the Automotive building. Behind them is the Firestone exhibit; the Florida exhibit is to the 
top right of the Automotive building. In the distance, Streets of the World, the Midway, and the Goodyear blimp are visible. 
Courtesy Cleveland State University, Michael Schwartz Library, Special Collections, Identifier: bgreatlakes008.jpg. 


Aerial view of the main entrance to the Great Lakes Exposition, Sherwin Williams Plaza and the Cleveland Convention 
Center. Image courtesy of The Cleveland Memory Project. 
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A brochure in my Numismatic Library. The below image is from this brochure. 


The Bandshell at the Sherwin Williams Plaza. 


Cornelius Vermeule writes: “The half dollar of 1936 that commemorates the centennial of Cleveland, 
Ohio, manages to combine most of the faults found in the better designs of the 1920s and 1930s. The 
relief is flat, having the effect of work with a cookie cutter on the obverse and corrosive acid on the 
reverse. There is too much lettering on both sides. The reverse is almost impossible to fathom at first 
glance. The bust of Moses Cleaveland can only be described as commonplace, and the view of the Great 
Lakes, bisected by a large compass, is nothing short of incomprehensible. As in other commemorative 
half dollars of the day, stars are used as symbols, in this instance for cities bordering on the lakes. 
Needless to add, though difficult to visualize, the largest star, pierced by the long needle of the compass, 
it is the centennial city (fig. 208). 

Maps in outline or in relief do not as a rule make readable, much less artistic, reverses, for they are too 
small and too diffused. This map of the Great Lakes can be compared with the view of Greece and the 
islands on the reverse of the silver crown or 30-drachma piece struck in 1963 to honor the five kings of 
the Glucksborg dynasty in Greece. But the Greek coin states its message with more clarity. Amid stars 
and compass, the incused areas of the Great Lakes are more spotty than even their topography warrants 
and are, basically, meaningless combinations of relief planes. 

Brenda Putnam, the creator of the Cleveland half dollar, studied at the Museum of Fine Arts School in 
Boston under Bela L. Pratt and at the Art Students League in New York under James E. Fraser. Thus she 
was well equipped to design dies for coins, and the orthodox, slightly retrospective quality-the 1920s 
look—of her coin is explained by the tastes and eras of their teachers. 


In the early 1920s Brenda Putnam had specialized in statues or busts of children, in the pretty, smiling 
manner of Renaissance sculptors such as Desiderio and Mino da Fiesole. In 1927, dissatisfied with this 
sculptural fare, she went off to Florence—hardly the city for one seeking to escape from the trite forms of 
the middle or late quattrocento. ‘The result of this interlude is seen in a greater tendency to simplify the 
composition and the details, although there is no skimping or distorting of natural forms.’13 

Simplification may be a characteristic of the bust of Moses Cleaveland, and skimpy distortion does not 
enter into the problems of the Great Lakes and their cities. Omission of one or more of the standard 
mottoes would have given the bust, lakes, compass, and stars greater emphasis and cohesion. Putnam 
probably did the best she could to suit the required symbolism and texts to the area of a half dollar. The 
results, however, suggest that she should have studied the contemporary Italian numismatic art of Aurelio 
Mistruzzi (180-1960) or Luigi Raffaele Giorgi (1848-1912) and the Roman designers rather than the 


simple compositions of the classic Florentines. “5 


Brenda Putnam Bio: “(1890-1975) was best 
known for her large garden figures, portraits, 
and bas reliefs but also forsmaller, more 
intimate work like ‘Le Luther de Cremone’. She 
began her education at the Boston Museum 
School in 1905, continuing her studies at the 
Art Students League and the Corcoran School 
of Art in Washington, D.C. Putnam went on to 
become a WPA artist during the Great 
Depression. She maintained a studio in New 
York where she taught. Much of her work is 
now housed in Syracuse University’s Carnegie 
Library. Putnam wrote a well-regarded book for 
beginning sculptors, ‘The Sculptors Way’ in 
which she advised young artists to ‘learn to be 
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poor and keep in good condition. 


“Sculptor Brenda Putnam was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota in 1890. She established a studio in 
New York City in 1910. After a period of success in a detailed, conventional representational style from 
that time until around 1925 with portraits, animals and cherubs on garden fountains, Putnam became 
dissatisfied with her work. She traveled to Florence, Italy, no doubt to recharge her inspiration at the 
source of great Renaissance sculpture. She also wished to pursue her interest in the more modern.”” 


Congressional Authorization Act: 
[PUBLIC—NO. 552—74™ CONGRESS] 
[S. 4335] 

AN ACT 


To authorize the coinage of 50-cent pieces in commemoration of the centennial celebration of Cleveland, 
Ohio, to be known as the Great Lakes Exposition. 


13 Proske, Brookgreen Gardens, 259-261. 

5 Numismatic Art In America; Aesthetics of the United States Coinage, 2nd edition, Cornelius Vermeule, Whitman 
Publishing, LLC, 2007, p. 179-180. 

6 Wikimedia 

7 AskArt 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That in commemoration of the centennial anniversary in 1936 of the city of Cleveland, Ohio, 
to be known as the Great Lakes Exposition, and to commemorate Cleveland’s contribution to the 
industrial progress of the United States for the past one hundred years, there shall be coined at a mint of 
the United States to be designated by the Director of the Mint not less than twenty-five thousand and not 
to exceed fifty thousand silver 50-cent pieces of standard size, weight, and composition and of a special 
appropriate single design to be fixed by the Director of the Mint, with the approval of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, but the United States shall not be subject to the expense of making the necessary dies and 
other preparations for this coinage. 


SEC. 2. The coins herein authorized shall bear the date 1936, irrespective of the year in which they are 
minted or issued, shall be legal tender in any payment to the amount of their face value, and shall be 
issued only upon the request of the treasurer of the Cleveland Centennial Commemorative Coin 
Association upon payment by him of the par value of such coins, but not less than twenty-five thousand 
such coins shall be issued to him at any one time and no such coins shall be issued after the expiration of 
one year after the date of enactment of this Act. Such coins may be disposed of at par or at a premium by 
such Cleveland Centennial Commemorative Coin Association, and the net proceeds shall be used by it in 
defraying the expenses incidental and appropriate to the commemoration of such event. 


SEC. 3. All laws now in force relating to the subsidiary silver coins of the United States and the coining or 
striking of the same, regulating and guarding the process of coinage, providing for the purchase of 
material, and for the transportation, distribution, and redemption of the coins, for the prevention of 
debasement or counterfeiting, for the security of the coins, or for any other purposes, whether such laws 
are penal or otherwise, shall, so far as applicable, apply to the coinage herein authorized. 


Approved, May 5, 1936. 


